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- QN Qwabe 

 

Weekly Newsletter 

Despite the dawn of democracy in 1994, South 

Africa still faces household food insecurity. This was 

confirmed by Statistics South Africa in 2014 which 

reported that one in every four people (1/4) suffered 

from food poverty. To-date, an estimated 14 million 

people go to bed hungry as a result of food 

inaccessibility. This is especially dis-heartening in a 

country that is said to be food secure (which is to say 

that there is food that is readily available to feed the 

nation) but because of a capitalistic system, food 

access remains one of the greatest challenges and thus 

compounding food insecurity.  
  

It is worth noting that South Africa 

mostly specializes in primary 

agriculture and is thus a net 

exporter of raw agricultural 

commodities which are then 

processed in other parts of 

the world and sold back as 

value-added products. 

Consequently, this results to 

an unintended ripple-effect in 

which customers carry the 

burden of having to spend huge 

amounts of money when purchasing 

these value-added products. This too is 

worrying as South Africa battles the triple challenges 

(unemployment, poverty, and inequality) that have 

been severely compounded by the Coronavirus which 

has paralyzed most economies across the globe.  
 

In 2019, an indicator of extreme poverty was raised 

from R441.00 to R561.00 per person monthly. This 

means that when taking the average household size in 

SA (3.2), a minimum amount of R1795.20 is needed. 

However, averages do not often reflect a true reality 

when it comes to social issues, especially in such a 

disintegrated society. Borrowing from my own 

research and other studies that have been conducted 

in the previously disadvantaged communities of 

South Africa, most families are comprised of at least 

6 household members. These are the same groups that 

mostly suffer from the triple threat.  

 

Herein lies the conundrum, agriculture is 

perceived to be one of the key drivers of 

economic growth yet so little effort has 

been made to advance it, especially in the 

disadvantaged communities. One of the 

most effective models that the world has 

seen is that of extension services. This 

is a model that began in Dublin (1847) 

during a great famine, where expert 

advisory services (also known as 

extension services) were given to people. 

What remains questionable, however, is 

the role that is played through extension in 

our communities.  What role does it play? What 

impact does it bring to the livelihoods of the people? 

and is there even still a need for extension in South 

Africa? To be continued… 
 

For more info, contact: agrirenaissance@outlook.com  
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